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Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for the New Year.

Bureau of Land Management Begins Review of Sage Grouse Plans
Source: Bureau of Land Management Press Release, November 19, 2021
In order to protect the long-term health of sage-grouse populations, review new science and
comply with court direction, the Bureau of Land Management is beginning a process to consider
updates to the range-wide management plans for sagebrush habitat adopted in 2015 and
amended in 2019. More than 70 resource management plans currently guide habitat conservation

and restoration on 67 million acres of greater sage-grouse habitat the bureau manages in 10
Western states.
Safeguarding sagebrush habitat is considered essential to the long-term health of sage-grouse
populations as well as more than 350 other species, which continue to experience pressure from
development and a variety of factors including invasive grasses, wildfire and drought
exacerbated by climate change. In 2015, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service cited the protections
provided by conservation efforts in the federal land management plans, from states and from
other federal, state and private parties, to determine that listing the greater sage-grouse to secure
Endangered Species Act protections was not warranted.
“The BLM is committed to reversing long-term downward trends in sage-grouse populations
and habitats in a manner that fulfills our multiple-use and sustained yield mission and meets the
needs of Western communities,” said BLM Director Tracy Stone-Manning. “We remain
dedicated to working closely with states, local governments, Tribes and other partners who have
worked in a collaborative and bipartisan fashion for more than a decade toward sustainable and
balanced management of sagebrush habitat.”
In its review, the BLM will examine new scientific information, including the effects of stressors
like climate change, to assess what management actions may best support sagebrush habitat
conservation and restoration on public lands to benefit sage-grouse, as well as the people who
rely on this landscape to support their livelihoods and traditions. A related effort to evaluate the
proposed withdrawal of public and Forest System lands in sagebrush focal areas from mineral
location and entry is already underway.
“The 2015 plans established a solid foundation, but actions during the previous administration
kept those plans from being put into action,” Stone-Manning said. “As we move to build upon
the earlier plans, we are asking whether there are other steps we should take given new science
to improve outcomes for sage-grouse and also for people in communities across the west who
rely on a healthy sagebrush steppe.”
Information on how to comment and relevant documents can be found here:
https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/2016719/510.

Revising the Definition of "Waters of the United States”
On November 18, 2021, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of the
Army (“the agencies”) announced the signing of a proposed rule to revise the definition of
“waters of the United States.” This proposal marks a key milestone in the regulatory process
announced in June, 2021. The agencies propose to put back into place the pre-2015 definition of
“waters of the United States,” updated to reflect consideration of Supreme Court decisions. This
familiar approach to “waters of the United States” would support a stable implementation of

“waters of the United States” while the agencies continue to consult with states, Tribes, local
governments, and a broad array of stakeholders in both the implementation of WOTUS and
future regulatory actions.
In developing the proposed rule, EPA and the Army reviewed and considered the extensive
feedback and recommendations the agencies received from states, tribes, local governments, and
stakeholders throughout consultations and pre-proposal meetings and webinars.
PRE-PUBLICATION NOTICE. The EPA Administrator, Michael S. Regan, and the Acting
Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works), Jaime A. Pinkham, signed the following proposed
rule on November 18, 2021, and EPA is submitting it for publication in the Federal Register (FR).
EPA is providing this document solely for the convenience of interested parties. It is not a
proposed rule, and it is not the official version of the rule for purposes of public notice and
comment under the Administrative Procedure Act. This document is not disseminated for
purposes of EPA's Information Quality Guidelines and does not represent an Agency
determination or policy. While we have taken steps to ensure the accuracy of this Internet
version of the proposed rule the official version will be published in a forthcoming FR
publication, which will appear on the Government Printing Office's govinfo website
(https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/fr) and on Regulations.gov
(https://www.regulations.gov) in Docket No. EPA-HQ-OW-2021-0602.
Revised Definition of WOTUS Notice of Proposed Rulemaking - pre-publication version (pdf)

EPA, Army Announce Regional Roundtables on WOTUS
Source: US EPA

On October 13, 2021 the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and U.S. Department
of the Army (the agencies) called on communities to propose roundtables to provide input
on the regional implications of “waters of the United States” (WOTUS). The regional
roundtables will engage stakeholders representing diverse perspectives in meaningful
dialogue to help inform the agencies’ work to develop an enduring definition of WOTUS that
supports public health, environmental protection, agricultural activity, and economic
growth.
“Crafting a lasting definition of WOTUS means that we must bolster our understanding of
how different regions experience and protect our nation’s vital waters,” said EPA Assistant
Administrator for Water Radhika Fox. “These roundtables will provide a great opportunity
to deepen our shared knowledge. They also represent one opportunity—in a suite of strategic
tools—the agencies are utilizing to obtain input on this important topic.”

EPA and Army are announcing a process for stakeholders to submit nomination letters with
a slate of participants to potentially be selected as one of ten geographically focused
roundtables. EPA and Army are seeking to understand perspectives:
•
•

Highlighting how different regions are affected by the various WOTUS definitions.
Learning about stakeholder experiences, challenges, and opportunities under different
regulatory regimes.

Facilitating engagement across diverse perspectives to inform the development of a
durable and workable definition of WOTUS.
The agencies’ experience implementing previous definitions of WOTUS has highlighted the
regional variability of water resources and the importance of close engagement with
stakeholders to better understand their unique circumstances. The regional roundtables will
provide opportunities to discuss geographic similarities and differences, particular water
resources that are characteristic of or unique to each region, and site-specific feedback about
implementation.
•

The agencies are inviting stakeholders to organize a targeted set of interested parties and
regional representatives to participate in these discrete roundtables. Each nomination for a
roundtable must include a proposed slate of participants representing perspectives of
agriculture; conservation groups; developers; drinking water/wastewater management;
environmental organizations; environmental justice communities; industry, and other key
interests in that region.

Montana Farm Bureau Federation Submits Nomination for WOTUS Roundtable
Working with other agricultural and related interest groups, the Montana Farm Bureau
Federation has submitted a WOTUS roundtable proposal. An excerpt from their nomination
letter reads as follows:
Panelists in this group reside in, and represent groups that cover the state of Montana, which is part of the
West, as designated by the EPA and the Corps. As you know, the state of Montana is large and
geographically diverse, as are the groups represented by these proposed Roundtable members. From the
arid plains in the east, to the high, tree covered peaks in the west, the state is comprised of many different
landscapes, is home to the headwaters of many large, interstate rivers, and is utilized by citizens ranging
from outdoor enthusiasts who enjoy our scenery and abundant wildlife to ranchers who work the lands to
produce food for our nation. All of these interests are included on this panel.
The individuals in this group represent agriculture, conservation, state regulatory agencies, drinking and
wastewater management, natural resource and recreation industries, small business, local governments,
and statewide elected officials who specialize in water policy.

Panelists recommended by MFBF include representatives of the Montana Farm Bureau
Federation, Montana Chamber of Commerce, Montana Stockgrowers Association, Montana
Trout Unlimited, Montana League of Cities and Towns, Montana Department of Natural
Resources and Conservation, former and current members of the Montana Legislature, Montana
Grain Growers Association, a county commissioner, and the Treasure State Resources
Association.
TSRA thanks the Montana Farm Bureau Federation for taking the lead in submitting the
proposal.

DEQ Advances Interim Narrative Nutrient Water Quality Standards
Rule for March 1st Deadline
On November 19, the Water Pollution Control Advisory Council signed off on the DEQ proposal
to advance the initial rule to implement SB 358, the bill to change Montana’s regulatory regime
for nutrients from numeric to narrative standards. The rule offers a basic framework for the
development of adaptive management plans. The rule notice is expected to be published on
December 24th, launching the formal public comment period leading to adoption by March 1,
2022.
Meanwhile the heavy lifting needed to flesh out this new regulatory approach will continue in
the next several months. The Nutrient Work Group will meet monthly and discuss the
proposal(s), but much of the detail work will likely be carried out by smaller technical groups.

Interim Legislative Committees Will Meet in January
While December is a quiet month in terms of legislative work (prior to non-session years) , things
will pick back up again in January. The current schedule for interim committees followed by
TSRA is listed below. Agendas and other information is not yet available so be sure to check the
committee’s site to get the latest closer to the meeting date.
Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee
January 18, 2022
9:00 am. – State Capitol or Via Zoom
Link to Committee Site: https://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/etic/meeting-info/
Environmental Quality Council
January 24-25, 2022
State Capitol or via Zoom
Link to Committee Site: https://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/eqc/meeting-info/

Revenue Committee
January 20-21, 2022
Link to Committee Site:

State Capitol or Via Zoom
https://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/ric/

Water Policy Committee
January 18-19, 2022
State Capitol or Via Zoom
Link to Committee Site: https://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/wpic/

TSRA 2022 Membership Dues Notices Coming This Month
TSRA membership dues invoices will be sent later this month. They will be sent electronically so
watch for those in your email. Members also have the opportunity to be an “Early Bird Sponsor”
for our 2022 Annual Meeting set for June at Fairmont Hot Springs at a reduced rate if payment is
included with their dues renewal.
We truly appreciate your continued support.

Upcoming Events/Dates:

December 8, 2021

100th Annual Meeting of the Montana Taxpayer’s Association
Helena, MT

June 8-9, 2022

TSRA Annual Meeting
Fairmont Hot Springs Resort

January 3, 2023

TSRA Legislative Showcase
Delta Colonial Hotel, Helena, MT

If you don’t want to receive the TSRA Newsletter, please let me know. If you want to share with others in your
company or organization, please do so. The mission of the Treasure State Resources Association is to promote and enhance the
Montana Way of Life through responsible resource development.

