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Calm Before the Storm - Remember to Vote Next Tuesday 
 
We are just a few days away from the November 8th mid-term elections where turnout is 
expected to be high and much is at stake.  Be sure to exercise your right to vote – it matters. 
 
As we await results nationally and here in Montana, TSRA and others are getting ready for the 
2023 Legislative Session where the state will be dealing with an historic budget surplus.  Please 
take note of information in this newsletter about opportunities to participate. 
 

2023 TSRA Legislative Showcase Exhibitor Space Filling Quickly – 
Register ASAP to Participate 

Thank you to those who’ve signed up early as sponsors and/or exhibitors.  Booth and table 
display space is going fast so those who are hoping to “showcase” their company or 



 
 

 

association should register as soon as possible.  Sponsorship opportunities will be available 
until December 9, 2022 but display space may be gone before that date. 

As a reminder, TSRA’s popular Legislative Showcase is scheduled for the evening of January 
3, 2023.  Sponsors and exhibitors have the opportunity reserve booth or table space while 
availability lasts.  Since it is the second night of the legislative session, participating in the 
showcase gives you and your company or association the chance to meet new legislators and 
reconnect with those who are returning before their schedules become too hectic.  

The event takes place in the ballroom of the Delta Colonial Hotel in Helena.  Legislators can 
take advantage of the opportunity to learn more about our TSRA members and how they 
contribute to Montana’s economy and way of life. 

As noted, there are opportunities for either booth space or table displays for sharing information.  
Some sponsorship levels also include an option for booth space if desired. Booth and table spaces  
are assigned on a first come, first-served basis. There are also individual registrations available.  
Click here to print a reservation form:  2023 TSRA Showcase Reservations   We’d like to thank 
our early sponsors and exhibitors: 

Bar Sponsor 
Montana Mining Association 

 
Policy Maker 
BNSF Railway 

CHS, Inc 
MDU Resources 
Weyerhaeuser 

 
Decision Maker 

Montana Contractors’ Association 
Montana Farm Bureau Federation 
Montana Snowmobile Association 

NorthWestern Energy 
Sandfire Resources America 

Sibanye Stillwater 



 
 

 

Thought Leader  
Denbury Resources  

Melissa Lewis & Associates 
Montana Chamber of Commerce 

The Washington Companies 
 

Booth Exhibitor 
Citizens for Balanced Use 

Montana Coal Council 
 

Table Exhibitor 
F.H. Stoltze Land & Lumber 

Montana Agricultural Business Association 
Montana Petroleum Association 

Montana Stockgrowers Association 
Montana Trail Vehicle Riders Association 

Montana Wood Products Association 
Puget Sound Energy 

 
If you have any questions about the event, please contact Peggy Trenk at 406-461-9945 or 
ptrenk@tsria.net 
 

Sign Up for TSRA’s Weekly Legislative Meetings 
As with previous sessions, TSRA will host a weekly meeting to review upcoming hearings, 
discuss legislative proposals and share other information that may be useful to keeping up with 
what’s happening in the legislature.  Due to COVID-19 restrictions, meetings were held via 
Zoom in 2021.  This session we’ll be offering the opportunity to participate via Zoom or in 
person.  We’ll be meeting Thursday mornings at 7:00 am in the large conference room in the 
Montana Association of REALTORSÒ building across the street from the State Capitol. For a 
$75.00 fee to cover costs, breakfast will be provided for those who sign up and attend in person. 
 
Those interested in participating should contact Peggy Trenk at: ptrenk@tsria.net and ask to be 
added to the legislative breakfast list.  Please let us know if you plan to attend in person and 
want to take advantage of the breakfast option or if you will participate remotely. 
 



 
 

 

2023 Legislative Bill Draft Request Information 

Information about bill draft requests for the 2023 session can be found on the Montana 
Legislative Services Division 2023 LAWS site.  Holdover Senators, or candidates who don’t have 
an opponent in the November election are allowed to submit bill draft requests for purposes of 
getting an early start on having their proposals ready to introduce early in the session.  Bill draft 
requests can also serve as placeholders by using broad titles that could cover a range of specific 
proposals that are offered later in the session.   So far 969 bill draft requests have been submitted 
with most seeking to “generally revise”.  Without knowing more details, TSRA flags those that 
hit on subject areas we track.  At present nearly 70 of those draft requests have been added to our 
“watch list”.  To see what requests have already been submitted go to:  2023 Bill Information 

Introducing New Association Leaders 

Several of TSRA’s member associations have seen a change in leadership in recent months.  
Because we work so closely with these partner groups, we’d like to highlight a few of the new 
faces.  These individuals will also serve on our Board of Directors. 

Raylee Honeycutt - Montana Stockgrowers Association 

Source:  MSGA Press Release 

The Montana Stockgrowers Association Board of Directors has named Raylee Honeycutt as its 
new Executive Vice President.  Honeycutt will serve as the first female EVP in the organization’s 
138 year history.   Raylee succeeds Jay Bodner. 

Raylee is a native of Fort Shaw, Montana and has served as MSGA’s Director of Natural 
Resources for the past two years.  During her tenure, she has also served as the organization’s 
lobbyist and the executive staff of the Montana Public Lands Council and the Montana 
Association of Grazing Districts.  

Honeycutt holds a bachelor’s degree in Agricultural Education with an emphasis in Public 
Relations from Montana State University.  She is also a graduate of the Indiana Ag Leadership 
Program. 

George Harris - Montana Coal Council 

George Harris of Helena was hired as the new Executive Director of the Montana Coal Council in 
September.  He will be responsible for managing the association’s activities and representing 
MCC before the Montana Legislature.   George replaces Molly Schwend. 



 
 

 

George has extensive experience in state government, including work in the Office of Budget and 
Program Planning, the Department of Administration as the state risk manager, and 22 years as 
the CFO to the Montana Board of Livestock.  

George also has experience in the nonprofit association management field, recently serving as the 
CEO of the Helena Association of REALTORSÒ. 

He holds a Masters Degree in Public Administration from Brigham Young University Marriott 
School of Business and a Bachelor of Science from Utah State University. 

Scott Kulbeck – Montana Farm Bureau Federation 

Source:  MFBF Press Release 

Scott Kulbeck has been named executive vice president of the Montana Farm Bureau Federation, 
the state’s largest general agricultural organization. Kulbeck succeeds John Youngberg who 
retired from the position in August after 30 years with the organization. 
Kulbeck grew up west of Big Sandy where his family raised dryland wheat, barley and 
registered Herefords. He graduated from Montana State University in 1994 with a degree in 
agricultural business and a minor in economics. 

Kulbeck started with Montana Farm Bureau in July, 1995, first serving as eastern Montana 
fieldman and coordinator of Young Farmers & Ranchers program. He became the director of 
membership development while also serving as coordinator of the MFB Foundation. During his 
tenure, the MFB Foundation reached a milestone of having over $1 million in assets. With the 
help of the MFB Foundation leadership, Kulbeck started and implemented the Centennial 
Community Initiative which raised and distributed $100,000 for economic development in rural 
Montana. 

Matt Vincent – Montana Mining Association 

Matt Vincent is the new Executive Director for the Montana Mining Association.  He replaces 
Tammy Johnson who is retiring from the position. 

Matt is the former Chief Executive of Butte-Silver Bow City-County and the owner of Rampart 
Solutions, an environmental, communications and business development consultancy that serves 
a diversity of private sector clients since 2017. Matt has a demonstrated track record in 
management, environmental cleanup, Superfund expertise and economic development.  

Pertinent to his new position, he has a wealth of experience working with the mining sector and 
was an instrumental player in the association’s defeat of ballot initiative I-186 in 2018. A graduate 



 
 

 

of Montana Tech (B.S. Chemistry) he is an award-winning professional in government 
management, journalism and education, a published author and keynote speaker. He and his 
wife Alicia have four kids and make their home in The Mining City. “I’m very excited to serve 
the Montana Mining Association and its partners in my new capacity. Most important to me are 
the thousands of Montana families who make their living in the mining industry and preserving 
their ability to do so responsibly, far into the future.” 

Upcoming Interim Legislative Committee Meeting Schedule  
  
The schedule of upcoming meetings for interim committees followed by TSRA is listed below.   
 
 
Revenue Committee    State Capitol or Via Zoom – Revenue Estimate Meeting 
November 17-18, 2022 

Link to Committee Site:   https://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/ric/ 
  
 

 
TSRA 2023 Annual Meeting – Save the Date:  June 14-15, 2023 
TSRA will be holding its 2023 Annual Meeting at The Forge Hotel in Anaconda, MT on June 14-
15, 2023.  The TSRA golf scramble will be played at the Old Works Golf Course on the afternoon 
of June 14 with the first tee time at 1:00 pm. 
 
The Forge Hotel is a new Best Western property that allows easy access to the golf course and 
area dining and recreational options.  Barclays II Steakhouse is located on the property. 
 
Please put this date on your 2023 calendar and plan to attend. 
 
Upcoming Events/Dates:   
 
November 16-18, 2022 
Legislative Caucus Training 
State Capitol, Helena, MT 
 
December 7, 2022 
Montana Taxpayers Association Annual Meeting 
Great Northern Hotel, Helena, MT 



 
 

 

 
January 3, 2023 
TSRA Legislative Showcase 
Delta Colonial Hotel, Helena, MT 
 
June 14-15, 2023 
TSRA Annual Meeting 
Anaconda, MT 
 
     
If you don’t want to receive the TSRA Newsletter, please let me know.  If you want to share with others in your   
company or organization, please do so.  The mission of the Treasure State Resources Association is to promote and enhance the 
Montana Way of Life through responsible resource development.  


