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Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for the Coming Year 

 

2023 Montana Legislative Session News 

The 68th Session of the Montana Legislature will convene on January 2, 2023.  TSRA looks 
forward to working with our members as we follow the progress of legislation that affects our 
Montana Way of Life and our economy.  The Montana Legislative Services Division website 
offers a wealth of information about hearing schedules, bill drafts, or how to contact a legislator.  
That can be accessed at:  Montana Legislative Services Division 

We are anticipating public testimony will still be allowed via Zoom, as was the case in 2021 due 
to COVID concerns.  That will likely require those wishing to testify to sign up in advance to 
gain live access so watch for more details on that process.   



 
 

 

Leadership Elections 
 
Post-election the House and Senate Republican and Democratic caucuses met in Helena to 
elect leadership for the 2023 legislative session. 
  
Those winning election are: 
  
Senate President: Jason Ellsworth 
Senate Majority Leader: Steve Fitzpatrick 
Senate Pro Tempore: Kenneth Bogner 
Senate GOP Whips: Tom McGillvray, Steve Hinebauch, Dennis Lenz and Barry Usher  
  
Senate Minority Leader: Pat Flowers 
Senate Democratic Whips: Susan Webber and Shannon O’Brien 
  
Speaker of the House: Matt Regier 
House Majority Leader: Sue Vinton 
Speaker Pro Tempore: Rhonda Knudsen 
House GOP Whips: Brandon Ler, Terry Moore, Jennifer Carlson, Steve Gist, Neil Duram, 
and Denley Loge. 
  
House Minority Leader: Kim Abbott 
Democratic Caucus Chair: Alice Buckley 
Democratic Whips: Tyson Running Wolf, Katie Sullivan, and Derek Harvey  

 

 

Standing Committees for the 2023 Session 

Both the House and Senate have appointed the members of the standing committees for 2023. 
TSRA is encouraged to see that both the Senate and House Natural Resources Committees will 
be chaired by the same individuals who served in that capacity in 2021.  Sen. Welborn and Rep. 
Gunderson have been very good to work with in past sessions and we expect the same in 2023. 

One thing to note is we may see a change in the leadership of the House Taxation Committee.  
Sen. Terry Gauthier from the Helena area has resigned his position and it’s possible Rep. Beard  -
now Chair of the Tax Committee -- may be appointed to that seat.  Whomever is appointed to the 
Senate seat will also be placed on committees in that body so expect rosters to have modest 
changes before being finalized.   



 
 

 

The current Committee lists can be accessed below: 

Senate Committees 

House of Representatives Committees 
 

2023 TSRA Legislative Showcase Update – January 3, 2023 

Thank you to those who’ve signed up early as sponsors and/or exhibitors.  Booth and table 
display space is almost gone so those who are hoping to “showcase” their company or 
association should register ASAP. Sponsorship opportunities will be available until December 
9, 2022 but display space will be gone before that date. 

The TSRA Legislative Showcase is scheduled for the evening of January 3, 2023 from 5:30-8:00 
pm.  The event takes place in the ballroom of the Delta Colonial Hotel in Helena.  Legislators 
can take advantage of the opportunity to learn more about our TSRA members and how they 
contribute to Montana’s economy and way of life.  

As noted, there are limited options remaining for either booth space or table displays for 
sharing information.  Those will be assigned on a first come, first-served basis. There are also 
individual registrations available so those who aren’t included under a sponsorship category 
can register at a cost of $75 for members or $100 for nonmembers.  Click here to print a 
reservation form:  2023 TSRA Showcase Reservations   We’d like to thank our early sponsors 
and exhibitors: 

Bar Sponsor 
Montana Mining Association 

 
Policy Maker 
BNSF Railway 

CHS, Inc 
MDU Resources 
Weyerhaeuser 



 
 

 

 
Decision Maker 

Enbridge 
Montana Contractors’ Association 
Montana Farm Bureau Federation 
Montana Snowmobile Association 

NorthWestern Energy 
Sandfire Resources America 

Sibanye Stillwater 
 

Thought Leader  
Denbury Inc. 

Melissa Lewis & Associates 
Montana Chamber of Commerce 

Silverthorn Renewables 
Talen Energy 

The Washington Companies 
 

Consultant 
Galt Government Affairs 

 
Booth Exhibitor 

Citizens for Balanced Use 
Montana Coal Council 

Women in Mining 
 

Table Exhibitor 
F.H. Stoltze Land & Lumber 

Montana Agricultural Business Association 
Montana Petroleum Association 

Montana Stockgrowers Association 
Montana Trail Vehicle Riders Association 

Montana Wood Products Association 
Puget Sound Energy 

X-Bow Launch Systems 
 



 
 

 

 
If you have any questions about the event, please contact Peggy Trenk at 406-461-9945 or 
ptrenk@tsria.net 
 

Sign Up for TSRA’s Weekly Legislative Meetings 
As with previous sessions, TSRA will host a weekly meeting to review upcoming hearings, 
discuss legislative proposals and share other information that may be useful to keeping up with 
what’s happening in the legislature.  This session we’ll be offering the opportunity to participate 
via Zoom or in person.  We’ll be meeting Thursday mornings at 7:00 am in the large conference 
room in the Montana Association of REALTORSÒ building across the street from the State 
Capitol. For a $75.00 fee to cover costs, breakfast will be provided for those who sign up and 
attend in person. 
 
If you haven’t already done so, contact Peggy Trenk at: ptrenk@tsria.net and ask to be added to 
the legislative breakfast list if you are interested in participating.  Please let us know if you plan 
to attend in person and want to take advantage of the breakfast option or if you will participate 
remotely. 
 

2023 Legislative Bill Draft Request Information 

Information about bill draft requests for the 2023 session can be found on the Montana 
Legislative Services Division site.  While draft language is available for some proposals, many 
bill draft requests also serve as placeholders by using broad titles that could cover a range of 
specific proposals that are offered later in the session.   So far 2183 bill draft requests have been 
submitted with many seeking to “generally revise”.  Legislators are allowed “unlimited” bill 
draft requests until December 5, 2022, after which requests will be reduced. Without knowing 
more details, TSRA flags those that hit on subject areas we track.  At present over 200 of those 
draft requests have been added to our “watch list”.  To see what requests have already been 
submitted go to:  2023 Bill Draft Requests 2023  

 

Editor’s Note:  As 2022 comes to an end, I’d like to highlight a “good news” story relative to industry’s 
long-term commitment to the environment.  This article references coal development, but we know the 
same story is repeated by natural resource industries in general.  Thank you all for your good stewardship. 

 



 
 

 

Reclamation Complete at Big Sky Coal Mine Area A 

DEQ Releases Final Bond 

Source:  Montana Department of Environmental Quality Press Release 11/14/22 

The Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has released the final bond for Big 
Sky Coal Mine Area A. Reclamation on Area A, the final section to be restored, marks the 
completion of the entire coal mine restoration for Peabody Energy, making Peabody the first coal 
mine operator to complete full reclamation in the state since 1978. The land will now be returned 
to ranching and agricultural land use. 

  
Reclamation returns the mine to its pre-mining conditions and releases the land for reuse. The 
coal mine near Colstrip, Mont. was first permitted in 1984 and ceased mining in the early 2000’s. 
Reclamation work was completed in 2011. Final bond release occurs when all four reclamation 
phases are complete, including removal of buildings and following 10 years of established 
vegetation growth. DEQ reviews the mining location to ensure it meets stringent reclamation 
standards. The Richard Springs Fire burned large portions of Area A in August of 2021. DEQ 
waited until spring of 2022 to ensure vegetation regrowth was occurring in the burned areas to 
meet reclamation requirements. 
  
Each mine has a reclamation plan that determines how the land should be reclaimed for reuse. 
Big Sky Coal Mine Area A’s reclamation plan calls for the land to support livestock grazing. 
Peabody Energy plans to sell the land back to ranchers and farmers for agricultural use. 
  
“One of DEQ’s primary roles is to ensure the land is reclaimed after mining in a way that is 
protective of human health and the environment,” said DEQ Mining Bureau Chief Dan Walsh. 
“Getting the land to a reusable state is our ultimate goal. This final bond release is a successful 
demonstration that mine reclamation can be achieved. 
 

TSRA 2023 Annual Meeting – Save the Date:  June 14-15, 2023 
TSRA will be holding its 2023 Annual Meeting at The Forge Hotel in Anaconda, MT on June 14-
15, 2023.  The TSRA golf scramble will be played at the Old Works Golf Course on the afternoon 
of June 14 with the first tee time at 1:00 pm. 
 
The Forge Hotel is a new Best Western property that allows easy access to the golf course and 
area dining and recreational options.  Barclays II Steakhouse is located on the property. 
 
Please put this date on your 2023 calendar and plan to attend. 



 
 

 

 
Upcoming Events/Dates:   
 
December 7, 2022 
Montana Taxpayers Association Annual Meeting 
Great Northern Hotel, Helena, MT 
 
January 2-3, 2022 
Montana Chamber Business Days at the Capitol 
Great Northern Hotel, Helena MT 
 
January 3, 2023 
TSRA Legislative Showcase 
Delta Colonial Hotel, Helena, MT 
 
June 14-15, 2023 
TSRA Annual Meeting 
Anaconda, MT 
 
     
If you don’t want to receive the TSRA Newsletter, please let me know.  If you want to share with others in your   
company or organization, please do so.  The mission of the Treasure State Resources Association is to promote and enhance the 
Montana Way of Life through responsible resource development.  


